the book. It seems ridiculous to criticize 
a man for not doing something he did 
not intend to do in the first place... . 
— Elizabeth C. King, Ph.D. candidate, 
Department of Vocational Education, 
Pennsylvania State University. 


(Editor’s Note: We believe that the 
reviewer was neither careless nor slip- 
shod, but handled the book, as any 
reviewer must, from his viewpoint, 
which does not entirely coincide with 
the view held by many people in 
vocational education. Unfortunately, 
space limitations required that we de- 
lete the first section of Mr. Selden’s 
review, which might have helped to 
place it in historical perspective. We 
will be happy to provide a copy of the 
deleted section to readers who request 
it. DWR) 


Mr. Diminico, Where Are You? 


Kenyon Pollison says in the May 
Backtalk section that the February 
Kappan article | wrote with Anthony 
Deiulio (“Career Education the 
Elementary School”) refers to a non- 
existent Ellensburg, Washington, career 
education program. We took our in- 
formation from an article by Gerald 
Diminico in the November, 1969, Amer- 
ican Vocational Journal. Diminico said, 
“The Ellensburg public schools are test- 
ing an instructional system designed to 
present occupational information to 
children in grades 4 through 6.” He 
described the system. At the time, he 
was on the faculty of Central Washing- 
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ton State College in Ellensburg and was 
himself doing the testing he described, 
in the campus school. Diminico has 
since left Central Washington State and 
we have been unable to get further 
information on his experiment. Gerald 
Diminico, where are you? — James M. 
Young, Jr., Mahanna Road, Bemus 
Point, N.Y. 


Ginzberg Doesn't Understand? 


The article by Ginzberg (February 
Kappan) objecting to the performance 
of guidance personnel at the interface of 
guidance and education belies his theme 
of ‘“‘understanding.”...I do not dis- 
agree with Ginzberg’s perceptions of the 
achievements of many who are on the 
job, [but he] does not define the 
performance expectancies for school 
counselors at elementary and secondary 
levels. [He does not understand] the 
counseling process, either individual or 
group.... I recommend that Ginzberg, 
after all these 20 years, familiarize 
himself with counseling processes and 
role expectations.... We seem to be 
working at odds with each other but 
toward similar goals. — Allen FE. Segrist, 
assistant professor of education, Coun- 
seling and Personnel Services Section, 
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Ind. 


Nash/Agne Pro 


The Robert J. Nash/Russell M. Agne 
article, ““Career Education: Earning a 
Living or Living a Life?’’ in the Febru- 
ary Kappan is a welcome and healthy 
departure from the existing literature on 
career education. Peter P. Muirhead’s 
article in the same issue, “‘Career Educa- 
tion: The First Steps Show Promise,” 
points up the Nash/Agne criticism. 

Muirhead’s implicit assumptions — 
that 1) task-oriented skills should re- 
ceive priority over person-oriented 
talents, 2) productive careers lead to a 
rewarding life and self-fulfillment, and 
3) unhappy job situations of mature 


adults are due to a lack of ‘“‘definite”’ 
career goals — only highlight the Nash/ 
Agne point that career educators tend 
to assume that corporate needs are 
synonymous with human needs. There 
is indeed more to life than earning a 
living. ...— Donald G. Webb, assistant 
professor, Division of Human Behavior, 
Western Colorado University, Grand 
Junction. 


Nash/Agne Con 


Nash and Agne have confused philos- 
ophies of education and theories of 
learning. The Marland quote on in- 
creased economic productivity (p. 375, 
February Kappan) has nothing to do 
with how students learn; it is simply a 
philosophy of education or a statement 
of a personal viewpoint. 

I applaud Nash and Agne for their 
concern for the use of learning theory in 
the development of sound career educa- 
tion programs. They say, “Not once, 
however, have we encountered an ex- 
plicit discussion of the learning theory 
peculiar to career education, let alone 
an in-depth analysis of its possible limi- 
tations.” But Mr. Nash and Mr. Agne, 
there is no career education theory of 
learning. The learning theories that ap- 
ply to career education are the same that 
apply to other aspects of the teaching/ 
learning process. 

Not all career education programs are 
as manpower-oriented as the authors 
would have us believe. Career education 
programs (such as the OCCUPAC Pro- 
ject) which emphasize self-development, 
coping behaviors, life-styles, attitudes 
and appreciations, etc., have been devel- 
oped. Nash and Agne chose to quote 
from a 1l-column article on the OCCU- 
PAC Project. There is a 283-page 
technical report which would have in- 
formed them of the learning theory 
underlying the project. ... Marla Peter- 
son, director, Career Education Project, 
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston. 
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